Implementing a Venetoclax nursing care plan
for a safe administration in a Haematology
setting.
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Situation

Venetoclax is a targeted therapy drug called a BCL2 inhibitor (blocker) used to treat chronic lymphocytic leukaemia
(CLL). In February 2019, NICE published guidelines stating that Venetoclax could be used with Rituximab for
previously treated CLL. Venetoclax is given in dose escalation for 5 weeks and the main side effect is Tumour Lysis
syndrome.

Background

Our objective was to provide the nursing staff, throughout haematology both inpatient and outpatient clinical areas at
UHW, with a clear and precise Nursing Care plan that is to be used over the 5 weeks to escalate the dose until it is at
maximum dose on week 6.

Assessment

We have created a first draft of the nursing care plan with exact time points for the nurses to take bloods, administer the
Venetoclax and administer fluids if needed. We have highlighted the importance of waiting for ALL blood results to come
back and seek doctors’ advice, this is aimed to prevent tumour lysis.

Recommendations

We aim to be able to administer Venetoclax safely and reduce the risk of tumour lysis. This is the first draft of the
Nursing care plan, in which we will be evaluating continuously and seeking feedback from nursing staff on how to
improve the care plan. We have also been asked by other health boards to share this care plan with themselves as they
would like to use it also.
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