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It is a common practice to group and cross-match 

blood for surgical patients scheduled for elective or 

emergency surgery. This is particularly so when the 

operation is expected to be long or associated with 

high blood loss.1 However, not all blood requested 

and collected from the blood bank is transfused to 

the patient. This causes wastage of the scarce and 

expensive blood.2 

This audit was conducted to assess the extent of 

blood utilization and wastage in our low resource 

healthcare centre so that we will improve on the 

services rendered to our patients. 

Over a 30 day period (24 October-22 November, 2019) 

relevant information were obtained from all consenting 

surgical patients undergoing elective and emergency 

surgical procedures in a low resource tertiary hospital in 

Zaria. Data on age, sex, nature of surgery, preoperative 

packed cell volume (PCV), units of blood transfused and 

time taken to return unused blood to the blood bank were 

collected and analyzed. 

Most of the patients that had surgery during the period 

under review were not transfused. In a large number of 

cases unused blood was not returned to the blood bank 

and in the few situations where blood was returned it 

was done after 30 minutes. 
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147 Patients had surgery 

54.4% were females 

45.6% of surgeries were emergencies 

74.8% of patients were not transfused 
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W A S T A G E  I N  A  L O W  R E S O U R C E  T E R T I A R Y  

H O S P I T A L  I N  N O R T H E R N  N I G E R I A  

87.1% of unused blood was not returned to 
the blood bank. 

Figure 1: Units of Blood Transfused. 

Figure 2: Time unused blood was returned 
to the blood bank. 
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