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INTRODUCTION AND AIMS
ascular calcifications are very preval ent anong patients wth chronic renal failure (). 1gh caloric dietary I ntake
s a najor cause of netabol I c syndrone, which I s associ ated wth vascul ar disease in the general popul ation and i n
uremc patients. nthis work, we evaluate the effect of feeding a hypercal oric diet on the devel opnent of vascul ar
calcifications in a uremc rodent nodel .

METHODS

T—

enale Istar rats (n=) were divided in two
groups: one group was fed a hypercal ori c di et
wWwth %energy fromfat (). he second group
was fed a standard diet wth nornal caloric
content (.). fter .days, all aninals were /.
nephrectomzed (/. . X) as previously
described (). uring . days after
nephrectony, uremc rats were treated wth
calcitriol (. ng/kg/.. . times a week) to
pronote vascular calcification, and fed . or
. diet, both wth noderate 1 ncrease in the
phosphate content (.%9. n day , rats were
anesthetized wth sodium thiopental and
sacrificed by exanguination. l|ood was
collected at sacrifice to neasure serum
creati ni ne, | oni zed cal cl um and
phosphate. anples of thoracic aorta were
taken and processed for neasurenent of
calcium and phosphate content and for
hi stol ogi cal exam nati on.
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RESULIS
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CONCLUSIONS

hese data showthat feeding a hypercaloric diet wth high fat content nay enhance
the devel opnent of vascular calcifications in uremc rats.
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