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Figure 1. Poisson analysis of hospital admissions associated to the source and level of social

support provided to hemodialysis patients.
e Allincident dialysis patients that started hemodialysis CONCLUSK)NS
between 01 January 2012 to 31 October 2014 and

survived at least 6 months were eligible and included Patients recelving support from a spouse or partner
in this study. tended to have lower hospital admission rates even

after adjustments for clinical and demographic
characteristics.

e These patients were asked the following questions

on an annual basis: . N . . .
e This finding highlights the importance of including the

When you have a big problem, can you usually spouse or partner of hemodialysis patients in early

rely on: education and support activities.
a) A member of my family e More casual support from friends or neighbors may
b) A friend/neighbor provide the least protection relative to hospitalization.
c) Support from my spouse/partner e Further study of the types of support provided by

spouses and partners could explain the potential
ways by which support may reduce hospitalizations
over time.
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from the spouse / partner (reference group) there
was a trend for all other patients to have more
hospital admissions even after adjusting for clinical
and patient demographic characteristics (although,
only friend / neighbor support was statistically
significant). (Figure 1)

RESULTS

e Qverall, 14,091 dialysis patients were studied.
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